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VALUABLE FURS
SHIPPED FROM ALASKA

The value of pelts of land fur-bearing animals shipped out of Alaska, as
reported to the Biological Survey of the United States Department of Agriculture?
during the year 1923 was $1,794,159.85, the total number exported being 39‘7,287.E
While this number exceeds that of the previous year by 2,040, the value is
$5,127.55.-1ess, because of ths lower prices paid for some kinds of furs. As
usual, the muskrat exceeded all others both in numbers and in total value of
skins, 319,611 of these, having a value of $367,552,»being the year's expopt.
Ngxt ;n order come the white fox, numbsring 7,939, with a value of $297,476; ﬁhe
beaver, with 14,341 skins, worth $258,138; and the red fox, with 10,787 skins,
valued at/$215,740. The most notable decreasse as'compared with 1922 is the
mink, 31,983 of these skins being shipped that year and 20,668 in 1923. The most

notable increase ie the red fox, 5,979 skins being exported in 1922 and 10,787

in 1923.
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herd, nsar Kalispell, Mont., tha Corbin herd, in New Hampshire, with one
from the Gocdnight herd in Texas. The excellent forage on this extensive
national reserva’ion, togeiher with ideal natural conditions for the animals,
has now resulted in an increase of thoe heord beyond the food capacity of the
range. As the buffalre, elk, and other big game animals on the Bison Range
continus to increase it has been found neccessary to plan for the disposal of
the surplus, in order that those kept in the inclosurs may have sufficiont
food ond room to range. Accordingly, last fall a number of tho surplus
animals wore killed and shipped to local and other markets.

The full-blooded buifalo in North America now number nearly or quite
15,000, according to the most racent\information received by tho Bieclogical
Survey, from points in Canada, Mexico, and the United Statess We can there-
fore rest assurcd of the perpetuation of those interesting animsls, with an
ample supply for exhibition arnd brooding vurposeos and e surplus each yoar to

be marketod for meat, hoads for nmouvnting

[

and roves.

The eannual increase 2n the National Bison Range alone is about 100
animals, and as tho limits of tho available forage on this refuge have now
been roached, it will bo nacessary hereafter to dispose of a surplus each
years While somc will be markeébed as meat, heads, and hides, a puriber will
undoubtedly go to parks and zoological gardens for exhibition and breeding

PuUrposes.
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